
The Cold War



Content Statements

• The second Red Scare and McCarthyism 

reflected Cold War fears in American society

• The Cold War and conflicts in Korea and 

Vietnam influenced domestic and 

international politics



Objectives

• Define or describe the following terms:
–Second Red Scare
–House Un-American Activities Committee
–“Blacklisted”
–Julius and Ethel Rosenberg
–McCarthyism
–Korean War
–Fidel Castro/Bay of Pigs Invasion
–Vietnam War/Ho Chi Minh
–“Domino Theory”
–Vietcong



Objectives

• Identify Cold War fears in American society

• Explain how the Second Red Scare reflected 
these fears

• Explain how McCarthyism reflected these 
fears

• Analyze how the Cold War and conflicts in 
Korea and Vietnam influenced domestic and 
international politics between the end of 
World War II and 1992



The Cold War at Home

• The actions of the Soviet Union in Eastern 

Europe and the spread of Communism in 

Asia sparked growing fears among many 

Americans

• In addition, as the Cold War grew more 

intense, Americans became more concerned 

with their own security here at home



The House Un-American Activities 

Committee

• Following World War II, Americans feared a 

possible Communist menace inside the U.S. 

• This fear of the spread of Communism in the 

United States is often referred to as the Second 

Red Scare

• The Truman administration was largely 

responsible for much of the anti-Communist 

anxiety in the postwar period

• The White House required loyalty oaths from all 

federal employees



The House Un-American Activities 

Committee

• As the fear of Communism spread 

throughout the nation, federal officials were 

more inclined to do what they felt was 

necessary to protect the nation

• To that end, President Truman ordered the 

establishment of Loyalty Review Boards to 

investigate individual “un-American” 

activities, such as participation in the 

American Communist Party



The House Un-American Activities 

Committee

• Over a four-year period, three million federal 
employees were investigated, and only 212 
were dismissed as being of questionable 
loyalty

• During this period, many Americans were 
accused of “un-American” actions based on 
little or no evidence

• These victims were often unable to defend 
themselves, or in some cases to even know 
who had accused them



The House Un-American Activities 

Committee

• The process violated their constitutional 
rights

• Congress decided to conduct its own loyalty 
checks through its special House Un-
American Activities Committee (HUAC) 

• The main objective of the HUAC was the 
investigation of un-American and subversive
activities

• Established in 1938, the committee used its 
subpoena power as a weapon



The House Un-American Activities 

Committee

• Citizens were called to testify before a 

Congressional committee

• After 1947, HUAC assumed new heights of 

importance, as they conducted a series of 

high-profile hearings alleging that 

Communists had infiltrated the federal 

government, schools, the entertainment 

industry and many other areas of American 

life



The House Un-American Activities 

Committee

• The committee 
questioned actors, 
directors, writers, college 
professors and others 
about their possible 
Communist sympathies

• Some refused to answer 
questions, claiming their 
Constitutional rights 
were being violated



The House Un-American Activities 

Committee

• Those who refused to testify or were 

identified as present or former Communist 

Party members were often “blacklisted” and 

lost their jobs

• Some were later prosecuted for perjury 

• Those who cooperated with the committee 

were often asked to inform on others



The Rosenberg Trials

• In 1949, the FBI learned that the secret of the 
inner workings of the atom bomb had been 
stolen and turned over to a foreign power

• An immediate investigation was undertaken

• Armed with information supplied by some of 
the captured spies, the FBI moved to arrest 
those responsible for stealing secrets of the 
U.S. government

• In 1950, Julius and Ethel Rosenberg were 
implicated



The Rosenberg Trials

• They were charged with selling atomic bomb 
making secrets to the Soviet Union

• The Rosenbergs were either unable or 
unwilling to reveal details of their spying 
operation

• In 1953, they were found guilty, and were 
sentenced to death by electrocution

• Like the Sacco and Vanzetti case in the 
1920s, many Americans doubted the 
Rosenbergs’ guilt



The Rosenberg Trials

• Some questioned the 

value of the 

information 

transmitted to the 

Soviet Union and 

argued that the death 

penalty was too 

severe a punishment



Importance of the Rosenberg Case

• The Rosenberg trial continues to raise legal 

and moral questions about the case

• Many claimed that a fair trial was impossible 

and that the only real evidence was from a 

confessed spy

• Many felt a sympathy for the pitiable couple 

and their two young sons

• The event spurred protests for decades



Importance of the Rosenberg Case

• It marked the beginning of the end of the 

Red Scare witch hunt, as Americans grew 

concerned about the excesses taking place in 

American justice

• In 1997, the National Security Agency 

released the Venona Papers

–This was a secret effort to decode 

messages sent in the 1940s by Soviet 

intelligence agents



Importance of the Rosenberg Case

• These papers revealed the 
identities of several 
Americans who had spied 
for the Soviet Union, 
including Julius Rosenberg

• It showed that Soviet 
agents had infiltrated the 
government, science and 
industry during the Cold 
War



The McCarthy Senate Hearings

• The fall of China increased fears of internal 

subversion

• Like the Red Scare of the 1920s, McCarthy’s 

allegations created fears of a Communist 

conspiracy

• In 1950, Senator Joseph McCarthy shocked 

the nation by claiming he had a list of 205 

people in the State Department who were 

Communist Party members



The McCarthy Senate Hearings

• He believed more Communists worked at 

other federal agencies

• The public went crazy with the thought of 

Communists within the country working to 

undermine the American way of life

• People demanded the allegations be 

investigated

• Senator McCarthy became chairman of a 

committee investigating the issue



The McCarthy Senate Hearings

• Soon after, he widened the 

scope of the committee to 

“investigate” any dissenters

• He continued to investigate, 

relentlessly questioning 

many government and 

military officials

• After three years of hearings, McCarthy 

never provided any real proof for his charges



The McCarthy Senate Hearings

• It was later revealed 
that the people on 
his many lists were 
in fact not all 
communists; some 
had proven merely 
to be alcoholics or 
deviants

• He was censured by 
the Senate



The Legacy of McCarthyism

• Although McCarthy never proved any of his 

claims, his witch hunt frightened many 

Americans

• The term “McCarthyism” has become 

identified with making harsh accusations 

without evidence

• McCarthyism created an extreme effort to 

root out Communists from American life by 

any means necessary



The Legacy of McCarthyism

• Frequently his methods 

violated traditional 

American values, such 

as 

–due process 

–protection of one’s 

Constitutional rights



Impact of Cold War on Domestic and 

International Events

• The Cold War dominated international 

politics and impacted domestic politics in the 

United States for almost 45 years

• The intense rivalry between the U.S. and the 

Soviet Union led to the creation of alliances, 

an arms race, conflicts in Korea and Vietnam 

and brought the world close to nuclear war in 

the Cuban Missile Crisis



The Korean War, 1950 - 1953

• Many Americans believed their government had 

not done enough to prevent the fall of China to 

Communism

• This criticism affected American foreign policy 

actions in Korea

• Korea was divided into two after World War II 

– In North Korea, a Communist government was 

established

– In South Korea, a non-Communist state was 

established with an elected government



The Korean War, 1950 - 1953

• In 1950, North Korea 
invaded South Korea 
in an attempt to unify 
the country under 
Communist rule

• The poorly trained 
South Korean army 
fled south as the 
North Koreans 
advanced



The Korean War, 1950 - 1953

• President Truman ordered U.S. forces into 

South Korea to resist the invasion

• When the Soviet Union walked out of the 

United Nations in protest, the United States 

was able to get a resolution passed sending 

U.N. troops - mostly U.S. soldiers - to South 

Korea



The Truman-MacArthur Controversy

• Truman sent General Douglas MacArthur to 

Korea to command the U.N. forces

• MacArthur successfully invaded North Korea

• He wanted to continue his assault into China to 

liberate it from Communist control and to even 

use nuclear weapons if needed

• When President Truman disagreed with his plan, 

MacArthur openly criticized the President

• Truman promptly fired MacArthur, removing 

him from his command



The ‘see-saw’ of the Korean War

• The war was fought back 

and forth across the 38th

Parallel

• Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fBeiD6kGugE


The War Comes to an End

• In 1952, Dwight Eisenhower, the 
former commander of Allied 
forces on D-Day, was elected 
President

• Eisenhower pledged he would 
end the war if elected

• Once elected, he moved to sign an armistice 

between the United States and North Korea 

in 1953



The War Comes to an End

• The armistice left Korea divided exactly as it 
had been before the North Korean invasion

• The toll of the war included some 1.2 million 
South Korean deaths, and 1 million North 
Korean deaths

• About 36,500 U.S. troops lost their lives in 
the conflict

• The Korean War had long-lasting 
consequences for the entire region



The War Comes to an End

• Although the United States failed to unify 
Korea, the war served to support U.S. Cold 
War policies of containment and 
militarization

• Today, South Korea is a democratic nation 
• The war also set the stage for the further 

expansion of a U.S. defense perimeter in 
Asia

• Such a policy would eventually lead the U.S. 
to prevent the fall of Vietnam to 
Communism



What is this?



The Space Race

• In 1962, John Glenn 

became the first 

American to orbit the 

Earth

• To counter the Soviet space program, 
the U.S. was forced to greatly 
increase its spending on science 
education

• President Kennedy announced 
America would place a man on the 
moon



The Space Race

• By 1969, the United States was able to land 
two men, Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin, 
on the surface of the moon

The Apollo 11 

crew, Neil 

Armstrong 

(left), Buzz 

Aldrin (right) 

and Michael 

Collins (center)



The Space Race

• Space exploration led to many advances in 
technology:
–Satellites are now used to communicate, 

predict weather, and forecast impending 
cyclones, hurricanes, and tornadoes

–Solar cells
– Infrared ear thermometers
–Scratch-resistant coatings
–Cordless power tools
– Invisible braces
–Memory foam
–Artificial limbs



The Cuban Missile Crisis, 1961

• In 1959, Fidel Castro led an uprising to 
overthrow a brutal Cuban dictator

• At first, Americans looked at Castro’s 
revolution as an attempt to introduce 
democracy

• However, soon after taking power, Castro 
made agreements with the Soviet Union, 
announced plans to make Cuba a Communist 
nation, and began to nationalize all American 
businesses in Cuba



Bay of Pigs Invasion (1961)

• President Eisenhower had approved a secret 
plan to overthrow Castro using Cuban exiles

• When Kennedy became President, he 
decided to continue the plan

• The exiles landed in Cuba, but were quickly 
defeated by the Cuban military

• Kennedy refused to provide air power, since 
it would openly tie the invasion to the U.S.

• This failed invasion was an embarrassing 
foreign policy failure for President Kennedy



Bay of Pigs Invasion (1961)

• Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev had 

repeatedly promised that the Soviets would 

never send offensive weapons to Cuba

• U.S. intelligence analysts believed that 

Khrushchev would keep his word

• In 1962, U.S. spy planes flying over Cuba 

revealed that Castro was secretly building 

missile silos with nuclear warheads



Bay of Pigs Invasion (1961)

• If completed, it would allow the Soviets the 

ability to launch missiles from only 90 miles 

from the U.S. mainland

• Kennedy was determined to prevent this



Nuclear War is Averted

• In October 1962, Kennedy gathered his top 
officials to come up with a plan to get out of 
the crisis

• Some urged a direct strike on the missile 
silos

• After a week of debate, Kennedy decided on 
a naval blockade around Cuba to prevent the 
arrival of any additional Soviet missiles

• Kennedy also threatened to invade Cuba if 
the missiles were not withdrawn



Nuclear War is Averted

• Soviet commanders in Cuba prepared to 

defend the island

• The crisis became the closest the world has 

ever come to nuclear war
• After several days of 

extreme tension, 
Khrushchev agreed to 
withdraw the missiles 
for a U.S. pledge never 
to invade Cuba



Nuclear War is Averted

• After the Cuban crisis, U.S. and Soviet 

leaders set up a special “hot line” telephone, 

and agreed to a treaty banning further 

nuclear testing except for underground 

testing



The Vietnam War, 1964 - 1973

• U.S. involvement in Vietnam did not occur 
suddenly, but evolved over time, and through 
several Presidencies

• Vietnam was originally a French colony

• When World War II ended, Vietnam declared 
its independence

• When France refused to grant them 
independence, a war began

• In 1954, at the Geneva Peace Conference, 
Vietnam was divided in two



The Vietnam War, 1964 - 1973

• Ho Chi Minh, a 

Communist leader, 

was given control of 

the north

• A non-Communist

state was established 

in the south

http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=Ho+Chi+Minh/v=2/SID=e/l=II/R=22/SS=i/OID=5a1e6de80645d64c/SIG=1i3b48um8/EXP=1107548493/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p%3DHo%2BChi%2BMinh%26ei%3DUTF-8%26fl%3D0%26qp_p%3Dho%2Bchi%2Bminh%26imgsz%3Dall%26fr%3DFP-tab-img-t%26b%3D21&h=218&w=195&imgcurl=www.newgenevacenter.org/portrait/ho-chi-minh.jpg&imgurl=www.newgenevacenter.org/portrait/ho-chi-minh.jpg&size=5.7kB&name=ho-chi-minh.jpg&rcurl=http://www.newgenevacenter.org/movers/20th-2nd.htm&rurl=http://www.newgenevacenter.org/movers/20th-2nd.htm&p=Ho+Chi+Minh&type=jpeg&no=22&tt=23,563


The Vietnam War, 1964 - 1973

• Vietnamese Communists, called Vietcong, 

began a guerrilla war against South Vietnam, 

to reunite the country under Communist rule



The War Under President Kennedy

(1961 – 1963)

• President Kennedy sent military and 

economic aid to resist the Vietcong

• He and other Presidents believed that if 

South Vietnam fell to Communism, the rest 

of Southeast Asia might quickly follow

• This belief was called the “Domino Theory” 



The War Under President Kennedy

(1961 – 1963)

• Kennedy believed South Vietnam could 

develop into a democratic nation and serve 

as a model for other developing countries in 

Asia, Africa and Latin America



The War Under President Johnson

(1964 – 1968)

• A major turning point occurred in 1964, 

when Congress passed the Tonkin Gulf 

Resolution, giving President Lyndon 

Johnson authority to take steps to halt North 

Vietnamese aggression

• Over the next three years, Johnson sent more

than 500,000 U.S. soldiers to fight in 

Vietnam



The War Under President Johnson

(1964 – 1968)

• Despite this invasive buildup, the Vietcong 
were able to launch major attacks throughout 
South Vietnam in 1968

• These attacks, known as the Tet Offensive, 
demonstrated to Americans that victory was 
far off

• Faced with mounting losses in the 
Vietnam War, President Johnson 
startled the nation when he 
announced that he would not to run 
for a second term as President in 1968



The War Under President Nixon

(1969 – 1973)

• In the election of 1968, Richard Nixon was 

elected President on the promise that he would 

bring about “peace with honor” in Vietnam

• After his election the war dragged on for five 

more years

• Nixon increased the bombing of North Vietnam 

and invaded neighboring Cambodia to cut off 

Viet Cong supply lines

• When this had little impact, Nixon began 

withdrawing U.S. troops



The War Under President Nixon

(1969 – 1973)

• In 1973, Nixon signed the Paris Peace 

Accords with the North Vietnamese

• Under its terms, the United States simply 

withdrew its forces from Vietnam

• Two years later, South Vietnam was overrun 

by North Vietnam, and reunited under 

Communist leadership



Peace With Honor



Why the U.S. Was Unable to Win the War

• By the end of 1968, the U.S. had dropped more 
bombs in Vietnam than in all of World War II 

• Despite this effort, the U.S. lost the war

–Guerilla Warfare

Vietnam’s jungles provided ideal cover for 
this type of war

U.S. soldiers were not trained in guerrilla 
warfare

The Vietcong often hid among the South 
Vietnamese people and had the support of 
many of them



Why the U.S. Was Unable to Win the War

–North Vietnam Support

The North Vietnamese received support 

and supplies from Communist China and 

the Soviet Union

This prompted U.S. Leaders to reject 

invading North Vietnam, fearing it might 

bring Chinese and Soviet intervention



Why the U.S. Was Unable to Win the War

–Popularity of the Nationalist Cause

Many Vietnamese saw Ho Chi Minh as a 

national hero, and were willing to suffer 

large losses to reach their goal

The South Vietnamese government 

never had the same respect and loyalty 

from its people



The Anti-War Movement at Home

• The Vietnam War was one of the most 

unpopular wars in U.S. history

• Many Americans saw the conflict as a civil 

war, and thought the U.S. was acting 

immorally by bombing civilians and burning 

villages

• It also marked the first time Americans could 

watch war’s destructiveness on their 

television sets



The Anti-War Movement at Home

• Americans were being told they were winning 
the war, but their television screens told them 
otherwise

• This created a “credibility gap” that led many 
Americans to lose faith in their government’s 
honesty

• In addition, Nixon had repeatedly denied that he 
had ordered any bombing of Cambodia

• However, in April 1970, the truth about Nixon’s 
bombing Cambodia was revealed, adding to the 
government’s lack of credibility



The Anti-War Movement at Home

• Young people 

–burned their 

draft cards 

–marched on the 

Pentagon

–held rallies 

–staged 

demonstrations



The Anti-War Movement at Home

• By 1968, millions 
of young people 
were actively 
protesting the war

• College campuses 
across the nation 
closed down due 
to student 
demonstrations 
and sit-ins

• Song

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YX95QSKBODo


The War’s Legacy

• The war in Vietnam saw over 58,000 
Americans killed, and many others suffered 
physical and psychological injuries

• Over a million Vietnamese died, while many 
more were left homeless

• Next to the Civil War, the Vietnam War was 
the most divisive war in U.S. history

• As a result, Americans became more aware 
of the limits of U.S. power



The War’s Legacy

• In both Korea and Vietnam, Presidents had 

sent U.S. troops into combat without 

obtaining a war declaration from Congress

• In 1973, Congress re-claimed its 

constitutional powers by passing the War 

Powers Act

• This act set limits on Presidential power in a 

conflict without a formal Congressional 

declaration of war



The War’s Legacy

• The act required the President to inform 

Congress within 48 hours of sending troops 

to fight overseas

• If within 60 days the Congress does not 

approve of the use of these overseas forces, 

the President must withdraw them



The Cold War in the Middle East

• After World War II, a power vacuum existed 

in the Middle East

• The former colonial powers, Britain and 

France, were physically and financially 

exhausted

• This vacuum was filled by the two 

superpowers - the U.S. and Soviet Union

• Many historians believe that the Arab-Israeli 

conflict became a pawn in the Cold War 

battle between the Soviets and the Americans



The Cold War in the Middle East

• Western-supported states in the Middle East 

included Lebanon and Jordan

• Soviet supported states included Egypt, 

Syria, and many of the Palestinian guerrilla 

groups like the PLO (Palestine Liberation 

Organization)

• Close relations between the U.S. and its ally 

Israel jeopardized ties with many of the Arab 

oil states End of Notes



Subversion

• An attempt to transform the established 

social order and its structures of power, 

authority, and hierarchy



Dissenters

• People who say that they do not agree with 

something that other people agree with or 

that is official policy



Censured

• Formally criticized



Nationalize

• Transfer a business from private ownership 

to state ownership



Exile

• The state of being barred from one’s native 

country, typically for political or punitive 

reasons



Domino Theory

• The theory that a political event in one 

country will cause similar events in 

neighboring countries



Credibility Gap

• An apparent difference between what is said 

or promised and what happens or is true



Pawn

• A person used by others for their own 

purposes


